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State Defendants’ Response to Brooks, LULAC, and
MALC Plaintiffs’ Joint Motion for Preliminary Injunction

Exhibit O

Nathaniel Rakich and Tony Chow, Illinois May Be The Worst Democratic
Gerrymander In The Country, FiveThirtyEight (May 6,
2022), https://fivethirtyeight.com/videos/illinois-may-be-the-worst-democratic-
gerrymander-in-the-country/.
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Poditics Sports

lllinois May Be The Worst Democratic
Gerrymander In The Country

Pykiistaed May 6, 02

The worst Demaocraric gerrvmander in the country is arguably in Illineds; as &t
set off o ghe-suekes game of musioud chatrs among the sae’s five Republican

House members,

Nathaniel Rakich: Onc of our greswest presidents, Abranam Lincoln, was a
Republican from ineds, Bue the stae’s new gerrymandered oongressional
map seems hali-bent on making Repubiican congressmen from Hlineds an
endangered species.

There are currently five Repubbicans in fihnois’s ULS. Heuse delegation. Bar
that was apparently too many for the Democrate who were in charge of
Elinols redistricting last fall. They drew 2 map that packed sl five

Repubboeans oo jost three congressional districns,

That kicked off a high-stakes game of clegroral maasical chairs. A firsg,
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that was apparently oo many for the Demoscrats whe were in charge of
Hlinols redistricting fase fall. They drew o map et packed all five

Republicans into just three congressional distrists,

That kicked off a high-stakes game of electoral musical chairs. At firsg,
Congressman Mike Bost and Congrasswoman Mary Miller ware thrown
ether into the {2¢h District, while Congressmean Rodney Davis was sfone
i rhe P8k I

hetier shot of staying in Congress # she ran for reclection in the [5th againsy

ot But the farerighs Miller apparently decided e had o

Dhavis, who is more weedersee, Meanmwhile, ower i the $6gh District,
Congressmen Parin LaHood and Adam Kinzingsr were alse double-bunked,
u sirnation that was only resolved when Kinzinger docided not 1o seek

veslpction.,

A a vesuly, Democrats could held 12 of Hlinols's 17 congressional seats after
the 2022 clection, That's 82 percent of scats, even though they'li probably win
feas than 60 percent of the staie’s popular vote, That's passible enly becaose
of how muany Republican votes are “wioted” under the rew map -~ either
beeause they're being cast in a district that's aiready safely red or because
they're oummnnbered by Domocratds votes. Either way, those vorzs don™t
count wward a win.

Bagsed on the 2020 prasidensial clection resulis, this map wastes 1.9 mithion
Repubhcan votes. That’s almost twice the number of Democratic votes that
are wasted under the map.

Theorsiicuily, if Republicans and Democrats had the same number of wasted

veres in Hlinois, Republicans would win 2.7 mors congressiona! acats than

wunder a gerrvmander of this caliber. By that messure, inois s the worst
gerrymander i the country drawn by Democrats,

Elinois™s aggressive gevrymander is 3 hig part of the reasen Democrats have
gatned senty from redisvicting nutenwide this year. Bur it could alos backiire.
In order ro draw so many bhee seats, Democrats had to spread their voters
thin, leaving some distriers with only @ emall Demaocraric fean. I¥ Republicans
have a strong 2022 clection, they could end up winning not ondy their three
safely ved seats but also those light-biue seats, This gerrvmander coald and ep
being the biggest blender in Illinoss since Mrs. O'Leary™ cow knocked over

that lantern,

T be sure, this map witl niost lkely aelp Democrats in taeir guast to hold
onto the House, But i's also possible that thev've bitten off more than they
can chew,

HNathanie! Rakich is 3 senioreditor and sepior electons analysi at FiveThiryEight. © 8% o

raEeham

Tony Chow i a vides producer for FaeThintyEght. | &/

Fratyred ¢ioep (el 11152618 {33
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